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HAWAI‘l COUNTY COUNCIL
County ofHawai ‘i

West Hawai ‘i Civic Center, Bldg. A
74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Hwy.
Kailua-Kona, Hawai ‘i 96740

February 16, 2021

Honorable Cedric Asuega Gates, Chair
Honorable Matthew S. LoPresti, Vice Chair
Committee on Culture, Arts & International Affairs
Hawai‘i State Capitol, Conference Room 329
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Re: H.B. No. 1308 — Relating to Juneteenth Day

Honorable Chair Gates and Vice Chair LoPresti:

Aloha and mahalo a nui loa for this opportunity to support H.B. No. 1308. My name is Maile
David, Councilmember representing Council District 6 (rural districts of South Kona, Ka‘f1, and
Volcano Village). I express my strong support of Juneteenth, also known as Emancipation Day,
Freedom Day, and Black Independence Day, which commemorates the end of slavery in the
United States.

Juneteenth is a day not only to acknowledge freedom, but also embraces respect for all cultures.

Mahalo a nui loa for your favorable consideration.

Very truly yours,

Maile David, Council Member
Council District 6. S. Kona, Ka‘fi, and Volcano Village

Hawai ‘i County Is an Equal Opportunity Provider And Employer
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII No. 20-154, FDI

RESOLUTION

PROCLAIMING JUNE 19TH AS JUNETEENTH FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF
HONOLULU.

WHEREAS, Juneteenth, also known as “Juneteenth Independence Day,’
‘Emancipation Day,” Emancipation Celebration,” and ‘Freedom Day,” is the oldest
nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth, a name derived from a portmanteau of the words “June”
and “nineteenth,” signifies the date June 19! 1865, when Major General Gordon
Granger arrived in Galveston and announced the emancipation of enslaved people in
Texas, proclaiming General Order No. 3, almost two and one-half years after United
States President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, the first Black people arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in the early
1800’s as deckhands on merchant and whaling ships, and came from Cape Verde,
Africa, the Caribbean and the United States. These early Black residents ended their
maritime careers and settled in HawaU, with many of them becoming successful
musicians, businessmen, and respected government officials; and

WHEREAS, a decade before the United States Civil War and the Emancipation
Proclamation, the Kingdom of Hawaii Constitution of 1852 provided that “Slavery shall,
under no circumstances whatsoever, be tolerated in the Hawaiian Islands; whenever a
slave shall enter Hawaiian territory he shall be free, no person who imports a slave or
slaves, into the King’s dominions shall ever enjoy any civil or political rights in this
realm”; and

WHEREAS, in 1897, Black citizens of the Kingdom of Hawaii joined Kanaka
Maoli in their fight for liberation by signing the Ku’e Petition, protesting the annexation of
the Kingdom of Hawaii by the United States; and

WHEREAS, the sustained and substantial contributions of Black people to
Hawaii’s community throughout its history include: Anthony D. Allen, formerly enslaved,
was a steward to King Kamehameha I; Oliver and George Washington Hyatt, served as
the first two leaders of the Royal Hawaiian Band under King Kamehameha III; Betsey
Stockton, formerly enslaved, started the first mission school in Lahaina open to the
common people; Buffalo Soldiers built the 18-mile trail to the summit of Mauna Loa;
Alice A. Ball, a chemist who was the first woman to earn a master’s degree from the
University of Hawaii at Manoa and discovered the first treatment for leprosy (the “Ball
Method”); Dr. Donnis Thompson, the University of Hawaii’s first women’s athletic
director who started the Rainbow Wahine athletics program and successful wahine
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII No. 20-154. FDI

RESOLUTION

volleyball program; and many, many more Unnamed contributors to Hawaii’s excellence
and history; and

WHEREAS, the history of the African diaspora in Hawaii and indigenous island
communities across the Pacific, have endured shared systemic oppression and
adversity, and have exhibited historical solidarity with the civil rights movements in the
United States, including multiple visits by Dr. Martin Luther King to Oahu in 1959 and
1 964, and with Dr. King and other civil rights leaders symbolic wearing of lei gifted to
them by Reverend Abraham Akaka during the historic 1965 civil rights march from
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates Black African-American liberation, their
reconnection to family and community, and collective abundance. It is a day, a week,
and in some areas, a month, marked with celebrations, guest speakers, picnics, and
family gatherings. It is a time for reflection and rejoicing as well as a time for
assessment, self-improvement, and planning for the future; and

WHEREAS, our Black community is the current manifestation of their ancestors,
continuing to contribute to the betterment of Hawaii as leaders, innovators,
entrepreneurs, educators, athletes, artists, cultural practitioners, activists,
environmentalists, healthcare professionals, scientists, attorneys, and policymakers;
and

WHEREAS, there has been an outpouring of aloha from the broader Oahu
community to support the peaceful protests and liberation efforts of the “Black Lives
Matter” movement in the face of structural and systemic racism in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth remains an important day of observance in the Black
community that celebrates resilience and strength, and reminds all people that it is
possible to have radical change to oppressive structures of society, affirming the
freedom of all humanity; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
proclaims the annual date of June 19th to be “Juneteenth” in the City and County of
Honolulu; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administration is urged to join the
Council in recognition of Juneteenth; and
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

No. 20-154. FDI

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administration and the people of the
City and County of Honolulu are urged to join in celebrating Juneteenth as a day to
honor and reflect on the significant role that the Black community has played in the
history of the United States and in HawaN, and how this community has enriched society
through its steadfast commitment to promoting unity and equality; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED
Mayor and the Managing Director.

that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the

INTRODUCED BY:

Tommy Waters

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

June 12, 2020
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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Title:

PUBLIC SAFETY ANDCommittee:
WELFARE

RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING JUNE 191H AS JUNETEENTH FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU.

Voting Legend: *
= Aye w/Reservations

06/1 8/20 PUBLIC SAFETY AND CR-164 — RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR ADOPTION.
WELFARE 4 AYES: FUKUNAGA, MENOR. TSUNEYOSHI, WATERS.

1 EXCUSED: MANAHAN.

07/08/20 COUNCIL AMENDED TO FD1 (OCS2020-0654/6/30/2020 12:42 PM).

9 AYES: ANDERSON, ELEFANTE. FUKUNAGA. KOBAYASHI, MANAHAN. MENOR,
PINE, TSUNEYOSHL WATERS.

CR-164 AND RESOLUTiON 20-154. FD1 WERE ADOPTED.

9 AYES: ANDERSON. ELEFANTE! FUKUNAGA. KOBAYASHI, MANAHAN. MENOR,
PINE. TSUNEYOSHI. WATERS.

I he’eby cetfy t’a the above s a trie record of act,on by the Council o the Cty and

CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII
CERTIFICATE

Introduced: 06/12/20 By: TOMMY WATERS

RESOLUTION 20-1 54, FD1

IKAIKA ANDERSON. CF-lAIR AND PRESIDING OFFICER
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Statement Before The  

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CULTURE, ARTS, & INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

10:00 AM 
Via Videoconference, Conference Room 329 

in consideration of 
HB 1308 

RELATING TO JUNETEENTH DAY. 
 

Chair GATES, Vice Chair LoPRESTI, and Members of the Culture, Arts, & International Affairs Committee 
 
Common Cause Hawaii supports HB 1308, which establishes June 19 of each year as Juneteenth Day. 
 
Common Cause Hawaii is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots organization dedicated to upholding the core 
values of American democracy. We work to promote equal rights, opportunity, and representation for all. 

HB 1308 will recognize the importance of Juneteenth in American history. Even with the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which declared that as of January 1, 1863, all enslaved people in the states currently 
engaged in rebellion against the Union “shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free”, and the Civil 
War’s end in May 1865, confederate states still kept people enslaved. Union troops did not reach the 
westernmost confederate state of Texas, until June 19, 1865, which became known as Juneteenth, to 
end slavery. Juneteenth commemorates the freedom that this nation is still striving to achieve. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 1308.  If you have further questions of me, please 
contact me at sma@commoncause.org. 
 
Very respectfully yours, 
 
Sandy Ma 
Executive Director, Common Cause Hawaii 
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P.O. Box 3948 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 
96812-3948 
Phone: (808) 533-2787 
Fax: (808) 526-9040 
arts@hawaiiartsalliance.org 
www.hawaiiartsalliance.org 

 
February 14, 2021 

 
Rep. Gates, Chair 
House Committee on Culture, Art, and International Affairs 
 

Re: SUPPORT of HB1308/SB939 RELATING TO JUNETEENTH DAY 
 
Dear Chair Gates and members of the committee,  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on HB777. The Hawaii Arts Alliance 
supports HB1308/SB939 for several reasons. Juneteenth (June 19, 1865) marks the day of 
Emanicpation from slavery in the continental USA. 
 
Black sailors were in Hawaii at the turn of the 19th century. There were four who were 
musicians and founded the Royal Hawaiian Band for Kamehameha III. Anthony Allen, a Black 
sailor from New York established several businesses in Hawaiʻi. In the 1830s, established the 
African Relief Society to assist the community of Black sailors in Honolulu. 
 
At the turn of the 20th century, the sugar plantations attempted to import Black workers 
from the South to work on Maui plantations. The conditions that they were put in were 
abhorant. The workers organized work stoppages and supported unions on plantations. Many 
of the workers intermarried in Hawaii and their descendents still live in Hawaiʻi.  
 
In 1910, Alice Ball was the first woman to earn a Masters degree from Hawaiʻi College and she 
bacame the first chemistry instructor. She was an African American researcher who 
developed the first successful treatment for Hansen’s disease (leprosy) that benefitted 
residents in Kalaupapa. Ball was posthumously honored along with Marie Curie by the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine in 2019. 
 
Nolle Smith was the first Black engineer in Hawaiʻi (1919) and he was elected to the Territorial 
Legislator for Makiki in 1932. He held numerous goventment position until he immigrte to the 
Virgin Islands in 1946. 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Had a Hawaiʻi connection. He wore a lei in the Selma March 
presented by Reverend Abraham Akaka, U.S. Senator Daniel Akaka’s older brother. The 
Hawaiʻi contingent at the March on Selma (March 21, 1965) carried a banner that read, 
"Hawai'i knows integration works." Dr. King had visited Hawaiʻi in 1959 and in 1964 when he 
spoke at the Hawaii State Human Rights Commission. 
 
With so many historical examples of contributions to Hawaiʻi from the Black community, it is 
only right that Juneteeth be recognized as a Day of Emancipation for Hawaii too.  
 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony, 

 
 
Teri Skillman 
Executive Director 
 



HB-1308 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 12:34:04 PM 
Testimony for CAI on 2/17/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie Field 
Planned Parenthood 
Votes Northwest and 

Hawaii 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii supports HB 1308.  

 



HB-1308 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 12:36:56 PM 
Testimony for CAI on 2/17/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monico Castillo BKKM Enterprises Corp Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1308. 

Lets get this Bill passed!!! 

 



HB-1308 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 7:43:57 PM 
Testimony for CAI on 2/17/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Katheryn 
YPDA - Young 
progressives 

demanding action 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha chair, vice-chair, and members of the committee. 

My name is Katheryn Frederick and I am in strong support of this bill because 
Juneteenth is not just a day to celebrate the abolishment of slavery, it is a day to 
acknowledge the history of the black community, as well as the dream we see looking 
forward. It is a day to measure progress against freedom and to teach rising 
generations the importance of self-improvement.  

Though there is not a large black community here, I do think it is imperative we show 
that no matter what color your skin is, it's possible to educate yourself.  

During June of last year, I was moved to ask organizations when they would publicize 
their stance on the Black Lives Matter Movement. Time was passing, nothing was being 
said...so I pushed for an answer. Observation showed me that it wasn't hard to say "We 
Stand With Black Lives" and I decided that in my eyes there was no excuse for the 
weeks of silence that had passed. 

There is a time and place to take the time to form the right words but the best thing we 
can do as racial injustice comes to the forefront of conversation is to do just that...have 
a conversation. Ask the questions, take action. 

When we look to the future we MUST see absolute equality.  

We MUST see the progress of our fight for liberation and we MUST take the steps that 
will move us forward. If we cannot address a day in which celebrates all of this, then 
how can we expect to make our dream a reality?  

I am in support of marking Juneteenth as an official holiday, not only for my generation 
but for the ones following behind me. 

  

Thank you for your time. 
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� £̄ ‘ p;À¹ “¼“Æ;pª € ;ÀÆpª € ;Ô“Æ‘ ;Æ‘ „ ;ï ñ;ÀÆpÆ„ À;Æ‘ pÆ;‘ pÓ„ ;| ‘ ¯ À„ ª
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� © „ ¼“| pª À;Ô ‘ ¯ ;‘ pÓ„ ;{ „ „ ª ;‘ „ £€ ;{ p|   ;{ Ú;ÀÆ¼Ê| ÆÊ¼p£;¯ ¼;“ª ÀÆ“ÆÊÆ“¯ ª p£;Ó“¯ £„ ª | „ �

� À;p;¹ ¯ “ª Æ;“ª ;| pÀ„ �;p;¼„ ¹ ¯ ¼Æ;¼„ | „ ª Æ£Ú;¼„ £„ pÀ„ € ;{ Ú;Æ‘ „ ;" ¯ ª ¯ £Ê£Ê;G¯ £“| „ ;� „ ¹ p¼Æ© „ ª Æ;À‘ ¯ Ô„ € ;Æ‘ pÆ;„ Ó„ ª ;" ¯ ª ¯ £Ê£Ê
‘ p€ ;p;ª ¯ Æ“| „ p{ £„ ;€ “••„ ¼„ ª | „ ;“ª ;Æ‘ „ ;ÔpÚ;¹ ¯ £“| „ ;ÊÀ„ € ;•¯ ¼| „ ;pŽp“ª ÀÆ;Gp| “•“| ;#À£pª € „ ¼À�;8 pÆ“Ó„ ;" pÔp““pª À�;pª €
� •¼“| pª ;� © „ ¼“| pª À�

S‘ pÆ;Æ‘ „ À„ ;Æ‘ ¼„ „ ;£̄ | p£;ÓÊ£ª „ ¼p{ £„ ;¹ ¯ ¹ Ê£pÆ“¯ ª À;p¼„ ;„ Ù¹ „ ¼“„ ª | “ª Ž;© ¯ ¼„ ;ÀÆ¼“ª Ž„ ª Æ;Æ¼„ pÆ© „ ª Æ;•¼̄ © ;£pÔ
„ ª •¯ ¼| „ © „ ª Æ;“ª ;p;¹ £p| „ ;£“  „ ;" pÔp““;‘ “Ž‘ £“Ž‘ ÆÀ;Æ‘ „ ;ª „ „ € ;Ǣ;p© „ £“¯ ¼pÆ„ ;¼p| „ ;¼„ £pÆ“¯ ª À;pª € ;| ‘ pª Ž„ ;Æ‘ „ ;ÔpÚ;Ô„
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� £p|   ;¯ ••“| „ ¼;Ô ‘ ¯ ;ÔpÀ;p¹ ¹ ¯ “ª Æ„ € ;Ǣ;a „ ÀÆ;G¯ “ª Æ;{ Ú;Æ‘ „ ;¯ ª £Ú;� £p|   ;© „ © { „ ¼;¯ •;
 ¯ ª Ž¼„ ÀÀ;pÆ;Æ‘ „ ;Æ“© „ �;J „ ¹ �
= À| p¼;� „ ;G¼“„ ÀÆ�;a ‘ “£„ ;pÆ;Æ‘ „ ;W�N�;7 “£“Æp¼Ú;� | p€ „ © Ú�;� pÓ“À;ÔpÀ;“ª Æ„ ª Æ“¯ ª p££Ú;“Žª ¯ ¼„ € ;€ Ê¼“ª Ž;‘ “À;•¯ Ê¼;Ú„ p¼À
pª € ;ª ¯ ;¯ ª „ ;À¹ ¯   „ ;p;Ô¯ ¼€ ;Ǣ;‘ “© ;pÆ;p££�
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII No. 20-154,FDI

RESOLUTION

PROCLAIMING JUNE 19TH AS JUNETEENTH FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF
HONOLULU.

WHEREAS, Juneteenth,also known as“JuneteenthIndependenceDay,’
‘EmancipationDay,” EmancipationCelebration,”and ‘FreedomDay,” is the oldest
nationallycelebratedcommemorationof the ending of slaveryin the United States;and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth,a namederivedfrom a portmanteauof the words “June”
and “nineteenth,”signifiesthe dateJune19! 1865, when Major GeneralGordon
Grangerarrived in Galvestonand announcedthe emancipationof enslavedpeoplein
Texas,proclaimingGeneralOrder No. 3, almosttwo and one-halfyearsafter United
StatesPresidentAbrahamLincoln issuedthe EmancipationProclamation;and

WHEREAS, the first Black peoplearrived in the Hawaiian Islandsin the early
1800’s asdeckhandson merchantand whaling ships,and camefrom CapeVerde,
Africa, the Caribbeanand the United States. Theseearly Black residentsendedtheir
maritime careersand settledin HawaU, with many of them becomingsuccessful
musicians,businessmen,and respectedgovernmentofficials; and

WHEREAS, a decadebeforethe United StatesCivil War and the Emancipation
Proclamation,the Kingdom of Hawaii Constitutionof 1852providedthat “Slavery shall,
underno circumstanceswhatsoever,be toleratedin the Hawaiian Islands;whenevera
slaveshall enterHawaiianterritory he shall be free, no personwho imports a slaveor
slaves,into the King’s dominionsshall everenjoy any civil or political rights in this
realm”; and

WHEREAS, in 1897, Black citizensof the Kingdom of Hawaii joined Kanaka
Maoli in their fight for liberation by signing the Ku’e Petition, protestingthe annexationof
the Kingdom of Hawaii by the United States;and

WHEREAS, the sustainedand substantialcontributionsof Black peopleto
Hawaii’s communitythroughoutits history include:Anthony D. Allen, formerly enslaved,
wasa stewardto King KamehamehaI; Oliver and GeorgeWashingtonHyatt, servedas
the first two leadersof the Royal Hawaiian Band underKing KamehamehaIII; Betsey
Stockton,formerly enslaved,startedthe first missionschool in Lahainaopento the
commonpeople; Buffalo Soldiersbuilt the 18-mile trail to the summit of MaunaLoa;
Alice A. Ball, a chemistwho was the first womanto earna master’sdegreefrom the
University of Hawaii at Manoaand discoveredthe first treatmentfor leprosy(the “Ball
Method”); Dr. Donnis Thompson,the University of Hawaii’s first women’sathletic
directorwho startedthe RainbowWahineathleticsprogramand successfulwahine
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII No. 20-154.FDI

RESOLUTION

volleyball program;and many, manymore Unnamedcontributorsto Hawaii’s excellence
and history; and

WHEREAS, the history of the African diasporain Hawaii and indigenousisland
communitiesacrossthe Pacific, haveenduredsharedsystemicoppressionand
adversity,and haveexhibited historical solidarity with the civil rights movementsin the
United States,including multiple visits by Dr. Martin Luther King to Oahu in 1959 and
1 964, and with Dr. King and othercivil rights leaderssymbolicwearingof lei gifted to
them by ReverendAbrahamAkaka during the historic 1965 civil rights marchfrom
Selmato Montgomery,Alabama;and

WHEREAS, JuneteenthcommemoratesBlack African-Americanliberation, their
reconnectionto family and community, and collective abundance.It is a day, a week,
and in someareas,a month, markedwith celebrations,guestspeakers,picnics, and
family gatherings. It is a time for reflection and rejoicing aswell as a time for
assessment,self-improvement,and planningfor the future; and

WHEREAS, our Black communityis the currentmanifestationof their ancestors,
continuingto contributeto the bettermentof Hawaii as leaders,innovators,
entrepreneurs,educators,athletes,artists,cultural practitioners,activists,
environmentalists,healthcareprofessionals,scientists,attorneys,and policymakers;
and

WHEREAS, therehasbeenan outpouringof alohafrom the broaderOahu
communityto supportthe peacefulprotestsand liberation efforts of the “Black Lives
Matter” movementin the face of structuraland systemicracism in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, Juneteenthremainsan importantday of observancein the Black
communitythat celebratesresilienceand strength,and remindsall peoplethat it is
possibleto haveradical changeto oppressivestructuresof society, affirming the
freedomof all humanity; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
proclaimsthe annualdateof June19th to be “Juneteenth”in the City and Countyof
Honolulu; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthat the City Administration is urgedto join the
Council in recognitionof Juneteenth;and
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

No. 20-154.FDI

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDthat the City Administrationand the peopleof the
City and Countyof Honolulu are urgedto join in celebratingJuneteenthas a day to
honorand reflect on the significant role that the Black communityhasplayed in the
history of the United Statesand in HawaN, and how this communityhasenrichedsociety
through its steadfastcommitmentto promoting unity and equality; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED
Mayor and the ManagingDirector.

that a copy of this resolutionbe transmittedto the

INTRODUCED BY:

Tommy Waters

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

June12, 2020
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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Katheryn Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We must acknowledge Juneteenth as an official holiday in the state of Hawaii. Not only 
to take ourselves off that list of states who have not, but to support the Black community 
with aloha! This is a day to be celebrated, let's do that by passing HB108.  
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Testimony of Dr. Daniel P. de Gracia, Th.D., D.Min. 
in support of the measure 

H.B. No. 1308, Relating to Juneteenth day 
being heard before the House Committee on Culture, Arts, & 

International Affairs 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021 

10:00 a.m., Conference Room 329 

 

Chair Gates, Vice Chair LoPresti, Honorable Members of the Committee: 

As a Texan who has lived in the State of Hawaii for almost two decades 

now, it brings me surpassing joy to see the Legislature hearing a bill 

which commemorates the most important historical occasion of Juneteenth.  

As you may be aware, when Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger of the Union Army 

landed in Galveston, Texas on June 19, 1865, he issued General Order No. 

3, which stated "The people of Texas are informed that in accordance 

with a Proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves 

are free."  In doing so, Gen. Granger enforced the military and political 

defeat of the Confederate States and brought liberty to slaves that had 

not yet known of the Emancipation Proclamation.  

Over time, this day has come to be memorialized nationwide as a symbol 

of not just the end of slavery in the U.S., but also as a rallying 

occasion for the righting of wrongs and establishment of social justice 

for the descendants of former slaves. It is an affirmation that America, 

in her history, is great not because we have always been right, but 

rather, because we refuse to stay wrong. Juneteenth is a day for 

everyone, not just African Americans, because as Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. so eloquently reminded us, "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 

everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied 

in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects 

all indirectly." 

What we must understand, even in 2021, is that there is much that we can 

learn, particularly in the public education system, about the injustices 

of the past and the opportunities of the future to create a better, 

freer, more united America. Juneteenth in Hawaii would provide the 
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opportunity for locals to learn about the history of slavery, the Civil 

War, and the continuing struggle that persons of color experienced even 

centuries after. It would also encourage our keiki to treat one another 

with mutual respect, compassion, and love for humanity in a way that 

would help to build a future where nothing holds back a United States 

of America. 

As a Filipino, I myself know all too well how along with African 

Americans, for centuries we have been looked down upon in some circles 

as being unworthy of respect, relegated to roles where our people are 

kept in economic dependencia to a system that works structural violence 

against minorities. While celebrating Juneteenth in Hawaii would be a 

small step forward in changing the system, it would still be a great 

stride toward recognizing that this country can and does change for good 

when people acknowledge the wrongs of the past. 

I urge the members of this committee to pass this measure without delay, 

without amendment, and to enthusiastically support this measure on the 

Floor for passage.  

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support. 
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Comments:  

It is definitely time to recognized Juneteenth Day. Please pass HB1308.  
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briana kawata Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Establish Juneteenth as an official holiday in Hawaii. 

 





HB-1308 
Submitted on: 2/14/2021 5:05:06 AM 
Testimony for CAI on 2/17/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Edward B Hanel Jr Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Diversity should always be supported in the Rainbow State.  Creation of  "Juneteenth 
Day"  is an easy and inexpensive means to promote Diversity.  Concur wirth Common 
Cause Haiwii comments in support of this bill. 
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laurie boyle Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of hb1308 to commemorate June 19th as Juneteenth Day for the 
compelling reason that our great country finally abolished slavery snd set us on the 
correct path to freedom, justice for ALL. 

Mahalo for your attention. 
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Zara Nicholson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair, Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is Zara Nicholson and I am testifying in support of House Bill 1308.  

  

I believe this bill will create a great positive impact in our community. Hawaii 
holds a unique diversity of residents and thus should be on the forefront of 
progress and inclusivity. However, Hawaii is currently one of the four states that 
has not yet recognized Juneteenth as an official holiday. This is unacceptable. 
Recognizing Juneteenth as a holiday is an important way to support our black 
community members. Please push and approve this Bill HB1308. 

  

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity, 

  

Zara Nicholson, CPA 
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Samantha Neyland Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Samantha Neyland, Miss Hawaii USA 2020, will be speaking on behalf of herself and 
the Hawaii for Juneteenth Coalition 
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